Actual and Future Status of Electricity Sector in the Arab World
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As part of the 3rd General Conference of AUPTDE, a seminar was held during 14-15/12/2009 attended by representatives from most Electricity Utilities in the Arab World and some International Utilities.

Many papers were presented by Arab and foreign experts in the following fields.

1- Renewable Energy and Demand Side Management
2- Arab Electricity Interconnection   .

3- Production of electrical Energy.

4- Maintenance and Customer Services.

Recommendations of the seminar were as follows:
Firstly:  Renewable Energy and DSM.

1- To call the Arab Countries to integrate future new and renewable projects of energy within the National Plans for expanding production of Electricity to encounter future demand of electricity.

2- Conducting studies and surveys to prepare wind maps (Wind Atlas) and maps of intensity of solar radiation in all Arab Countries aiming at obtaining accurate data for the possibility of using Wind Energy and Solar Energy.
3- Conducting Surveys about the availability of potentials in each country to manufacture technical parts, and components of equipment required for renewable projects technically and financially in addition to prepare the Human resources, and studying the ways to maximize the benefits from these potentials locally and regionally aiming at reducing the investment cost for renewable Energy Projects.

4- To call the Arab Countries to make use of the experiences adopted by other countries in using renewable energy, especially in enactment of laws and legislations.
5- Joint Arab Effort to nationalize renewable energy technology to be known in the Arab countries.
6- Care of Demand Side Management, Conservation of Energy and the reduction of Electricity losses programs which influence in reducing the cost of Energy production and environmental emissions.

7- The importance to integrate the studies of reduction of Carbon dioxide emissions and the sale of carbon certificates according to CDM with the renewable energy projects and energy conservation for their influence in improving the economic state of these projects. 
8- Qualification and training of Human resources working in renewable energy to improve their productivity.

9- Unification of Arab talks and discussions with the foreign institutions in the exploitation of solar energy in the Arab countries

Secondly: Arab Electricity Interconnection

1- Continue to conduct studies to improve electricity Grid in the Arab Countries and to make practical and actual steps to improve Electricity Grid to reach an integrated Arab Electrical Network. And to connect countries not connected so far.
2- Blessing the current efforts to link Arab areas (eastern, Western and Gulf) as the current trend now to connect Saudi Arabia with Egypt and Libya with Tunis.
3- Establishing Integrated Arab Electricity market to maximize benefit from Electricity interconnection.

4- Follow up of communications and enhancement of current cooperation with foreign institutions to complete the required studies for connecting The Arab Grid with the European Grid.

Thirdly: In Production of Electricity
1- Inviting Arab countries to set the suitable Mechanisms  to nationalize the use of nuclear energy in production of Electricity taking into consideration technical and legal requirements to achieve that and benefit from the experiences of Arab Countries who approached this field.
2- Evaluating the experiences of the Arab countries in privatization of Electricity Sector and IPP projects and benefit from them.

3- Activating the role of scientific institutions in The Arab Countries especially in Universities to participate in making energy policies in each country, and improving its approach to go in accordance with market needs with regard to electricity.

Fourthly: In the field of Maintenance and Customer Service:

1- Increase the efficiency of electrical systems through appropriate attention to the maintenance of the electrical component of the system.
2- Improving the level of provided service to ensure the provision of electricity for the customer in good quality and specifications.
3- Joint cooperation between various Arab utilities of electricity in the fields of Maintenance of Electricity system, exchange experiences and training of technical skills needed.

4- Improvement of efficiency of all activities related to supply of electricity starting from production and ending with supply and post supply service and compare that with global standards and indicators. 

5- Standardization of  technical equipments and supplements used in transmission and distribution networks of electricity for its benefit in serving Manufacturing companies and Electricity companies as well and encouraging Arab Manufacturing  in this field.
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